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Independents Day. Let’s Go Crazy. 
 

iPolitics 
 
Apple has turned the letter “i” into a very powerful brand. iPod. iPhone. iPad. 
 
And taught us to Think Different. 
 

1997 Winning Ad – Here’s to the Crazy Ones:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjgtLSHhTPg 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tjgtLSHhTPg
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Bernie Sanders has tarnished “I” political branding. Neal Simon will make #Independent iPolitics as 
cool for the Gen X-ennial Generations as iTunes.  
 
Along with Unite America, a movement to elect common-sense, independents and endorsed Neal: 
 

https://www.uniteamerica.org 
 
The Artist Formerly Known as Prince and Whoopi Goldberg are both known for The Color Purple. 
 
Whoopi’s far-left leanings are as well-known as Prince’s Christian Conservatism surprises: 
 

“Dearly Beloved, we are gathered here today to get through this thing called Life” 
 

Let’s Go Crazy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXJhDltzYVQ 
 
Untainted by D or R brand, Neal “Think Different” Simon is an optimistic, unifying, empathetic 
figure on a mission of Disruptive Change to the Political Duopoly.  
 

Crazy Moderate. 
 

Crazy Passionate. 
 

Crazy Independent.  
 
The core of Neal’s message is very simple:  
 

• Change the divisive discourse that characterizes US politics every day and prevents solving 
problems festering now for 30+ years. 

 

• Change from the Middle. Radical Centrist. Decisions based on Facts. 
 

• Independent Change. The Fulcrum Strategy. In 49/49 Senate give or take, Neal will have 
disproportionate sway to choose Majority Leader and influence other Senate Committees.  

 
D or R Legislation introduced today is most often DeaD on aRRival - neither side can give a “win” to 
the other party. Today: #PartyOverPeople 

 
iPolitics Legislation introduced by Neal Simon will attract sensible Ds and Rs who can’t be vilified 
for siding with the middle. Tomorrow: #PeopleOverParty    
 

PLEASE DONATE !! 
 

https://secure.anedot.com/nealsimon/donate-online?source_code=website 

https://www.uniteamerica.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXJhDltzYVQ
https://secure.anedot.com/nealsimon/donate-online?source_code=website
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Nevada USA Lithium Independence? 
 
My July 4th ritual of reading aloud the first verses of the Declaration of Independence have special 
meaning this year, not just because of Neal, but in the context of current USA LITHIUM DEPENDENCE. 
 
Industrial Minerals’ 10th Annual Lithium conference in Las Vegas offered opportunities to examine more 
closely two large, promising, unconventional lithium projects that could be to lithium what fracking has 
been to US oil & gas. Or perhaps the Carlin gold trend – acid leaching low grade ore.  
 
As part of my potential seduction by Mrs. Robinson, I flashbacked to Sgt Pepper’s Beatles imagery:  

 
$500M Market Cap: Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds 

Global Geosciences, Rhyolite Ridge 
 

Click Here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=121MWiP2Ga0 
 

Picture yourself on a train in a station 
With plasticine porters with looking glass ties 

Suddenly someone is there at the turnstile 
The girl with the kaleidoscope eyes 

Lucy in the sky with diamonds 
 
And to The Who at 1969 Woodstock touring Tommy:. 
 

$ZERO Market Cap: Acid Queen 
 Lithium Americas, Thacker Pass   

 
Click Here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1rgF5hPwss 

 
If your child ain't all he should be now 

This girl could put him right 
I'm the Gypsy, The Acid Queen 

Pay before we start 
The Gypsy 

I'm guaranteed 
To tear your soul apart 

 
The success of both Rhyolite Ridge and Thacker Pass will depend to a very large degree on dropping 
acid. From Lithium Americas’ Thacker Pass PFS press release: 
 

"The price of sulfuric acid is a major factor in the economics demonstrated by the PFS”… 
 
…"ore from the mine will be crushed, screened and then transferred as a slurry to the 
leaching circuit where sulfuric acid will be added to attack the ore and liberate the 
lithium from the clay… 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=121MWiP2Ga0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C1rgF5hPwss
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Thacker Pass Site Visit Presentation 
 

http://lithiumamericas.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/LAC-Thacker-Pass-June-2018-Investor-
Day-Presentation.pdf 

 
--- 

 
#Lithium #Trumps #Cannabis  

 
Winnemucca, Nevada 

 
This 2-liter graduated cylinder was about 75% empty. But with my glass-half-full outlook, I see potential 
for a Trump-loving venture capitalist like Softbank to place a big bet on another potentially disruptive 
North American lithium chemical processing technology.  Trump’s welcoming of FoxConn – and his 
direct, personal diplomacy with its billionaire CEO – could theoretically be replicated by Ganfeng’s 
billionaire founders, which include NYSE-listed LAC board member. 
 
FoxConn’s from Taiwan. Ganfeng’s from China. Does that make a difference? 
 
I’ve referred to Lithium Americas as Led Zeppelin Americas and suggested earlier this year we were still 
in Led Zeppelin 3 mode, with Stairway to Heaven Led Zeppelin 4 soon ahead of us. 
 
  

http://lithiumamericas.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/LAC-Thacker-Pass-June-2018-Investor-Day-Presentation.pdf
http://lithiumamericas.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/LAC-Thacker-Pass-June-2018-Investor-Day-Presentation.pdf
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But as I watched Led Zep front man Robert Plant at Forest Hills Stadium last month, and then visited 
the Sensational Clay Miners & Processors at site last week, a more current image for LAC came to mind:  

 
John Kanellitsas, Tom Hodgson, George Ireland,  

Tom Beron, Rene Leblanc, Alexi Zawidzki, Brett Rabe  
 
LAC Hat’s Off to swag-loving Emily “Sheryl Crow” Hersh for her First Cut is the Deepest 
LinkedIn Post…  

READ EMILY HERSH: 
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/cool-science-accompany-non-technical-readers-

enjoyment-emily-hersh/ 
 

…which complements her Episode 13 grilling of the Thacker Pass technical team and 
includes a hilarious pig dig roast of her podcast co-host: 
 

HEAR EMILY HERSH: 
http://lithiumpodcast.com/podcast/e13-lithium-clays-smooth-jazz-and-soft-rock/ 

 

 
Roger Waters, Us & Them 

 
--- 

Sheryl Crow 
The First Cut is the Deepest: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dK9eLe8EQps 

Leaving Las Vegas: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xkc-en0_LGY 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/cool-science-accompany-non-technical-readers-enjoyment-emily-hersh/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/cool-science-accompany-non-technical-readers-enjoyment-emily-hersh/
http://lithiumpodcast.com/podcast/e13-lithium-clays-smooth-jazz-and-soft-rock/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dK9eLe8EQps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xkc-en0_LGY
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I’ll comment further on Thacker Pass and Global Geosciences’ Rhyollite Ridge in future, as I will the 
dueling Air Supply Morgan Stanley vs. “This Time it’s Different” Goldman Sachs lithium outlooks 
published just in time for USA USA USA Independence Day, July 4.  
 
It was great to sit again in Las Vegas with GSC Chairman James Calaway, who stole the conference’s 
opening presentation show from Galaxy, FMC and SQM speakers. Global Geosciences recently raised 
$50M+ equity fully underwritten by Citi at ~$500M valuation. Many large institutional investors globally 
have been convinced about the economic viability of this boron & lithium sedimentary deposit, and GSC 
management’s ability to deliver a large, low capex, low opex project.  
 
Young American Thacker Pass should be able to do the same – with help of its China Girl (ahh, the 
versatility of David Bowie). Ganfeng: Made in China. Lithium Processing Superpower. 
 
Ganfeng’s technical support has been highlighted by LAC and is no doubt a critical ingredient. But in the 
context of critical minerals USA Lithium Dependence, it bears mentioning that LAC is influenced 
meaningfully by its large Chinese creditor, equity holder and Cauchari off-taker.  
 

Ironic. Don’t you think? 
 

Ironic - Alanis Morissette – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jne9t8sHpUc 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jne9t8sHpUc
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Joe Reagor at Roth Capital was the analyst most pleasantly surprised with the Thacker Pass PFS, 
suggesting Mr. Market should value it today at some 20% its $2.6B NPV, or $520M – as much as LAC’s 
current market cap. 
 

 
 
MacMurray Whale at Cormark shared this perspective on Thacker Pass valuation… 
 

 
 

…Or, at the low end on NYSE, about USD 2 – or 40% uplift to no longer Hamilton but Honest Abe LAC. 
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Acid Rock 
 

Displacing Freebird as a nickname for Thacker Pass may be premature as Mr. Market has yet to 
tell me otherwise, but I will begin using Acid Queen, among others, in anticipation that by the 
end of Lynyrd Skynyrd’s Farewell Tour this fall, Roth and Cormark will prove correct and that 
epic encore song should no longer be appropriate. 
 
But there’s something else to which I must bid farewell. When I hear “sulfuric acid will...attack 
the ore…and liberate the lithium…it is not Soft Rock and Smooth Jazz that comes to mind.  

 
FEEL FREE TO JOIN ME SEPTEMBER 22 TO BID FAREWELL TO THIS SOFT ROCK LEGEND! 

 

 
 
I can see Paul Simon in Chile, maybe – “Me and Julio,” (Uncle Scrooge McPonce) Down in the 
Schoolyard. 
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But East Coast Simons don’t belong in Western USA desert folklore.  Burning Man proximity.  
Johnny Depp. 
 

 Excellent read by Bloomberg’s @LiamDenning  
 

Fear & Lithium in Las Vegas 
https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2018-06-29/lithium-s-long-term-outlook-is-bright 
 

(great artists steal) 

 
 
Because LAC’s clay and GSC’s boron/lithium searlesite sediment need to take an acid trip to 
achieve lithium liberation, I believe these non-brine, non-hard rock Alice in Wonderlands need 
an entirely new genre. 
 

 

https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2018-06-29/lithium-s-long-term-outlook-is-bright
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Wikipedia:  Acid Rock is a loosely defined type of rock music that evolved out of the mid-
1960s garage punk movement and helped launch the psychedelic subculture. The style is generally 
defined by heavy, distorted guitars, lyrics with drug references, and long improvised jams.  

The term is sometimes used interchangeably with “Psychedelic Rock” but may also refer to a 
more musically intense subgenre or sibling to the psychedelic rock style. Acid rock distinguishes 
itself from other psychedelic styles by having a harder, louder, or heavier sound. 

 
Thacker Pass 

 

 
Jefferson 

 

 
Airplane 

 

 

White Rabbit? 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=WANNqr-vcx0 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rock_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychedelia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distortion_(music)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jam_session
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=WANNqr-vcx0
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Disclaimer 

 

Lithium-ion Bull (Forest Hills) is a periodic publication, written through my advisory firm RK 

Equity Advisors, LLC. I may act, or may have acted in the past, as a financial advisor, or capital 

raiser for certain of the companies mentioned herein and may receive, or may have received, 

remuneration for services from those companies. I, RK Equity as well as their respective 

partners, directors, shareholders, and employees may hold stock, options or warrants in issuers 

mentioned herein and may make purchases and/or sales from time to time, subject, of course, 

to restricted periods in which we may possess material, non-public information. As of July 4, 

2018 RK Equity or its principals own securities in Lithium Americas and SQM. The information 

contained herein is not financial advice and whether in part or in its entirety, neither constitutes 

an offer nor makes any recommendation to buy or sell any securities.  

 


